


Crafting tradition, weaving memories!

Experience the clegance of Indian tradition with
*Hentage Weave'
O debut collecuon shiswveases nmeless abncs like
Silk, Khun, Paitham, and Tkkat in contemporary Home Decor,
Festive Accents, stylish Clutches, and more.

Celebrate tradition with a modern vwist—crafted with care 1o inspire!
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TS Ueh GG SITAH! TEUTS AT HTSAT ST WS Gl (HesTell. HATIeHT HS WIiSehraTd!
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arsft sfaar Somedays

ol ST <Rferarn S Somedays it rains, somedays it shines
AT Tl ATl shall HY and somedays are void.

TTOT TOROTAT 166 & THS Sitting on the couch

ITeET Yot T I in front of the mirror

STeeT= o73f STt ME when | look at myself

S e el B A this void looks so full.

Seia A8 S A0sid g My heart is pounding,

S R S the weight of void is heavy.

| shut my eyes

S YT AT=ATH A
Iee A IIE Tehd fHesdr
STEIdT AT 8id hiddl

from looking at the mirror.
Oh! Somedays it rains, Somedays it

shines

~fermmereh sttt and Somedays are void !

- Sushant Patil
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SMM Yuva Committee Report 2024

Submitted by: Sushant Patil
Role: Yuva Advisor & Community Outreach Officer

Introduction
Namaskar! | am truly grateful to the Seattle Maharashtra Mandal (SMM) for the

opportunity to be part of the Executive Committee 2024 and work as Yuva Advisor and
Community Outreach Officer. This report outlines the key achievements of SMM Yuva over

the past year, highlighting our commitment to empowering youth through cultural values,
community engagement, and personal development.

Key Achievements
1. Cultural Values

Pangat:

Organized a traditional meal event connecting Yuva to their roots. Yuva, along with
the Executive Committee members and parent volunteers, prepared meals for 200
people in a community kitchen. This enriching experience allowed Yuva to serve
food in the traditional Pangat style, receiving blessings from senior members of the

community.

Ganeshotsav:

Celebrated our 31st year with immense enthusiasm. Yuva dedicated two months to
Dhol and Lezim practice, contributed to decorations, and volunteered during the
event. Responsibilities included leading the mirwanuk, mentoring younger
participants, serving food and prasad, and assisting with cleanup.

® Sankranti/Picnic/Talent Show/GeetRamayan:

Conducted various events to raise funds for SMM. Yuva ran stalls selling lemonade,
pizza, water bottles, and chai. While the funds raised were modest, the experience
instilled a sense of responsibility among participants. Yuva members showcased
their talents in Bharatnatyam, photography, and singing.

2. Community Outreach
® Blood Drive:

This initiative that SMM Yuva drove, was keeping our commitment towards helping
our local community. In collaboration with Bloodwork Northwest, Yuva organized a
blood drive on World Health Day, resulting in 22 donors contributing to this vital
cause.

SMM 5K/2K Run/Walk:

Executed a fundraising initiative for the "Fight Against Cancer," collaborating with
Fred Hutch Cancer Center. Yuva dedicated time to planning, designing promotional
materials, distributing flyers, and managing event logistics. The event raised $1,600,
supporting cancer research—a commendable effort by our Yuva.




¢ Bellevue Square Mall Diwali Event:

Engaged with the local community to showcase Diwali values through dance,
music, and stalls representing our culture and art.

3. Personal Development

¢ BMMInternship Program:

This initiative provided Yuva members with the opportunity to learn from industry
experts over an 8-week program. Participants worked in areas of interest such as
engineering, art, drama, finance, and medicine. At the conclusion, each participant
received a stipend from BMM for their commitment and contributions.

Conclusion:

This year, SMM Yuva organized several impactful events, focusing on cultural roots
and community engagement. We introduced first-time initiatives such as the Blood Drive
and our inaugural 5K run, significantly contributing to
local causes.

We celebrated our traditions through the Pangat
initiative and dedicated our efforts to Ganeshotsav,
showcasing our commitment to our cultural heritage
and community service. | look forward to continuing
this journey with the Yuva and further enhancing our
contributions in the coming year.
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31,

200l ATt BMM = AfeEYH fsfeames shuatd e, et o garean gl 8ot
ToR TR STEUTa ST a1, Uv1 Ut 0l it A 39 el Aig- aam Shild T4, Seg
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GEIThI, TATET I 3okl Eel ATl graal.

T SYATT TS ThHehId TQ13TIE,

STt ot AT SEd YA 3T,

IEHR 3T T WIS T AT AT, . .
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317, q Sgrefiean TSI SHiesE i ATE He
UdeAE ? g1 g3 HAT dTaieadr=al reian el
ST fHaTa.”” HeATehles! Waid Bid T Rar

=l SIeag e ATl YeAn Aig=ren 1
forea STrseft 3Tz e B 3T1foT g i e faen
T T ARl YHfaeg! R S P ST
<1 Hig=ITel 13 ?

‘I ek ot i i 3 wesat. T,
AT, Irfedt, BT AEieAT a1 eadTelt T &,

oro”?

‘T quT I Bd. o1 GRS STl ATEl
firesret. foam Tt S B1d. ek AT, W
T e Fogar,”

““o71foT B gt e e 7

ot TR TR GBI AT AT foeie
faa!”’

“er?’ it Sere! o1 fommeE THd,
Tt T8 Sieram= @ t's ok. GHET ST ™
et MR’ WIS S Ul sgrreAn SAad-
Torett ot wTfet wtegd. fom foean esan fommat dew

M

FB.
T TS o7 2 1 A1 i = = Jerefen

T 317 BIAT 3T |

— T yeadq Raase

A forema grd it oo <= w1 Tegd siarad !
ereft Sraftet Tefia Hefior Bt smfer ge Afg=a
e Trgm sifgvften, e arefeed grar. Ht foen
el FrTEEAT st e foa=an Wi geean urdi=n
Y Gigadl gar ST ST o SATHA
THIua SETEER] HSATeR TR Hishas! STelt
Bt ! ferean e Bet e ated. 315 HaTe!
ST ST THI M ?

gaw o ffew, de fm. eE sm-&
RIS TR, AT MBS, FATHGes fohal
el g ForTeer Hiteft fie-giemed we sgrr=h.
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IS AT -3 AT e AR hadal.
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AR AT ATET. G HA GUAAT. AT & T A
e g, . 9 Tee Tt Josa s i @
U Tg EHs FHEiv 81 Irehard ST gge AT
o gvaTa ST Ad. "l aed HaE & 956
TR U e IR, hefl weft q
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TEAT RO AT U Gl deal Il
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IS AT Forarefl T T Srehl. et
TEIUT IETAT A€ s ATed A9d, SiFelAl el
T HEA T HIRaeiedl JEad. o JAd
qIEl UTEdTEdiel™ 3d. AT G TRl
FHRUTES fHaTelt 3 71f0T SFame BiFaX Setvl 2.
orarefl 3T BIF 3ad. U1 $he ITHT AN Bl
ot stetelt ot @™ uvt e foea qeadfi=heh aneft
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faTellen s aT=a1 deddisea &iga  Hiied
TS o AERA hrl Ik i ATElL
ITSRIhe faeTl § el heselcr™ Fdd. Jaeal Jeil
SlegTel AT Wedld degl FETeAl AmuATdel
Teha3TUT il FTeielT T8, fidrefien @ ST,
a0 ft gele . FTETAT AT fHaTelieed 1@t
TEdd HRU l FEH G GEhHRT fHarci=
IrT WA TEd. T foen wme wéia foems
Srehedl a7

TGN WIS JUHEd T -9 3TE0 T RIUTAT

Trq fo BIF SATaet, o1 at Seetel et Al i
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T e FeefE Bt 9o o foae mfgq Towd.
T T S e doal Hideished Tuferd wfaemg =
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ST Y= ATl g, e Tt and= fusfe
& A,

SEICHUY & HeAl Wi e g
A dTe SheeaTA Juueedn A Hen

T TO. degl oSl HER, gossiping I
HHER TSoicdl Tedieed, seflepell Tad:=ar &
Tohosd AU AT ATBEAT Fhlaead dd
A, qUT fo=aTeh STerET ARl Sield @l e
Hq T8, TRl Ueheldd FeheEl 318d, o fomm
HE I od ATel. 2 TEUS ATV a9 a0
ATITER ATITATH GRISUITATE AT&! <l ?

| TR ST Aol HIEEEd TR S,
& Terefien g4 SHa. @aedn @1 -3 Al
foa Ifys a9 Iade U adl. U foad
gifeT=aT HMEER 3T Sl a-t HI TgarsHunt
AT M AT IS AR Tl

SEIEHUT=T HESat fammEedia el e
fommen onfor SateEd W R-x HESH ol
TSI d3Td AT HEig aredr g fead. 9o7
IR IR ATa1 | AT, AT Tt et =meg ! 31
T, " WoSEn fe gehen od wean &
F 7. H GUd T Wead Wed IR e Ul
HTE AT TR . ek e wifie . smifn
S HTEY. T T e feaeft ST SeuE B,
e Y 3tad hi degl Yeaare faen foemA. stufa
Tt T HES ST AT Sy Weld foer #t
B HiffdedTer et GesEesd ghal.
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T ¥ uehRid Tgctedn 1 i, diderr
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GEIMT HEd TEdl.. WAl U HETE WA
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IS HGL. UV AT g AT AT oSl GEUd
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Tobe...ornottobe...
A million dollar question
stillthe same..!

We are the prisoners

of our own thoughts,
Andthereisnoonetoblame..!

Life matters to someone;
Life happenstosome..!

Life shatters some beliefs;
Life weakens some nerves...!

We will be, what we look at it as;
Accused, Victim, Outsider.
It’sjustaname..

Coz'wearethe prisoners

of our own thoughts,
Andthereisnoonetoblame..!

Well, the wish listis long,
Unfortunately, life comes
with constraints,

No matter how hard we try,

Only ashes and, if being good human, name;

thatremains...!!

It's upto us, what matters,
The Accolades, The Destination or
The Journey, throughout this game...!
Like being said,
We are the prisoners of
our own thoughts,
And thereisnoonetoblame..!
- Rahul Aphale

(foresm fardn) - TR WIS
o5 Tl - TET, hell HifEs
wHdt Tift ST Seattle Aed ¢ -2 ¥ Ufgat ...

I8 S S 3778, g€ o] ared.
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IUSTIETEET BiH Udel.

quT A WRuITETst fegia e,
H7...

HRUT B Toafest qa- hivea
ey "l
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USRI BdATBR

sTehd s Y Ufgear Tt ATeshut} TeuH
AT WEUd TETR WS A1eh TR AR H 8
SO HvE " AgHie I el fHeie
TS USes AT AT &edaw o8 fafay
TSI ashn Jdfid 7adt AreauHiardt
AT Shed SATATd. W gt sheft Yrard 9d 39,
degl defiel oeded Waifed ehieTEd STEeA
TETE AT AT TeUd ITETe! desHANTE qTare
ThresTet T8 <Y T TEE aTed 318, TS HTadl
R STHA ARAWdd M o gl YU
HIEH(doh FEA e EUAT= sl 3=o1 IRl
TTChT STREETE 0 ST Bl =14,

THaied] etdial HeRTsg HEaT=AT JeTehiiges
ATRTAT 3 uReuTd "Iel wdle fafay
THSHTCHe hTaishH UTgudT= Geft fiyesd. o aff ot
gfdfia arfld srell, T AFfa i # EEEes
U Teurft Bl anfier o 39 gmeien uw
AehETS! HY TaIEEsh TeU[ W hUATE! daRI
Tefaett. sTitehd TedeRstr 2, forsft! waaeiae firesu
HI. AW Hell M Weft =M A, T
&I, @Al U Hent i shat firem 2

Areshr fehie g Hie To SNy Yefeh Teud
Tk S0l ATeeh FUITER €Tad Uedd LT s3]
HATHITHTSIT HIe! ShTgul, caTe TaTer) 8oy g s
ST HATE! G TSI, ATeIc! AT ST
IAYE UvIEdl i HEWy et afidta
oMo TR T O AT =
TEUITE, AU 30 AL L0, HIAhAT]
foehmoft T e drEEul a1 ARE! JEregr! qat
IR UTSEIEl Bl AUS A=Al YAEdt

- ogd ToeEEE

USH WA SeEerd HiEAehe gl ® ol
FrogrEndl ff snfor wrzEn fimm e e areee
HUTE 3. SR ATA0 g THTehd e
FCATETIH 6 . TRE WA= el & Fgqu
AT eIl el STl ot TR R erre 2
T G SR, S Tl ST 8 SATEET Sreiieh!
FUTATE Hfed 160 ST Toad. ITFa! qrecarard
q UTSH L BIdl. g AT T Tl HFTEY
SHTITA STEET JIET STl

Y ThEE d WA Hifecd AR
RrEad. FiaEd 98e, aF gAl, Th DI o
37fOT U W Usged HIfecd Bd. |0l A1eehTd
feoom omd Fgardia feammemr emfor e
TUCEIhTe HETe. A ariad! o O
I ATTUR FIfged g8t A9 8.
AT Y& el IS0 18 STE HHH T3
Al TR JTE UTed Bld=. Wedl TEehs Tt
T TR AR Foiial foaie, JEashrel huTe
TS W17 TYUT ARG O ATTUMR. S&ThiT S99
JTTFE ThHhThRS STHER TR TgRIE e, 9
Aifgca feoet dae TTed X 3R] SR 2Tehed Bl
AT TAE TS HUTE ATV G hdd 7471 fo=R
HATG A T A qre gEAT FUAl A =1 Th
USEl I gradtd Feed, | ofad, el &
WSS THA UlfgeaHat Aeshmdid &I Hhallehi
e deHie faadt defia sTHeATehe UTEd
TRUITS, ‘ATt SIS d T qrel Bt B et
T A, IEd A aredrel o YSaes I
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Bl hATRII= €T, UehHehs] <I5dl HE&ahi]

el TaIHas difesid 3T TeCedTREa TEvR

A AT YIS BT 3TTeft, UfEett 37eh Hucrer
FYld ALATAU GUATH  HATRTAT  JEgUTdaT
TSI el T STEATGH e ATTUIR Bl
U1 ST AT d 6 AR &I, AT
VIR FEE fmd T @ wm ada
SHITATIITET T Fogdl. o cTciiet Ueh hellehlk
HiaTEAaI TATEE aTe] e AT Hadiell €
AT, FTeeAT HIGH HIIART TauIetl W1 AWt 378G
YRI=ATEE ISHER TIT X~ grar. * reft g1
FEHT OO ATE g HM I U wE
IThall. TS oIS AT, TeH Te+ gl Tl A1 331371
GO 7T 2ZTIHTeR. GEaTd hLdl HTel.

1 qaf #H AReF FUCIATE SaUTHE
HATHITHIS Bl HIGUATES!, Tl U]
TSUSd T, ATdesd HTH TTECAHT TTal JvTATS
UL ST Hished! el et frefia T <raeft
AT, HHYd S Jedd STTRIHRTIIh TTEca THTE
Fol AN, o1 FHftae uiefia sgeea srsgrn
TeTY Shedell, T HUeITa SheATehIUHT o=l HIgT
FAYT fTHHaSE % dievErEl  Jereer!
HISATSR BIdll, STSATAT T eS0T dRed ohet
Bl 8 A1 hogTadl aTecicl AT 3T=rel STT3aedm™
FUML W @Y A, HRAYT T R
FATFATIN ATTFH AT TUT FIGT  HATeAT,
fomMA@eR ST ST Microsoft u-i=am J&d
FHRATAITE AR ST Thieaifed A3 AT Tad
grEauarl Aefidl o erefl. wadt s
forTdesTaR TEraetl, FeAThR HSA ! TdiH &ld
UIEreATat WSS HUeh AT HY sholedl HadT
foergam™ael HIqeh kol T ATCHTAT I
TR 31T ITAHT THTH A, 3THE e,

gall TETdl ATes FHUA el wH gHS A
dogt off Hedkl e SaTYT A AR B

TTéHd 2 ffeea. St @ s graTd g,

T HSH ATTcATHES 03& HLA BMM
Convention Ed 3T8. degl UcATAT 37T
TERTETST, AT HRIHHATT TS SUATETS! SATIeT
S SIBIIAHRIT SAETehIIeh Tada® e Ireld
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8RER -0 B HTE B.E.(Mechanical)® SSI&Tell
Jiae I BId. o1 a9 GO STITETESR, 3T
T 4 ST h (T FEUISl ARt |13t Ha<
A, hogl IS FUIDA FN) AT qEA

faefiforeita

~geR AHE T

T.O.F.E.L. d G.R.E. wiamst feean, < =mret dre
IS B, TG Teed ohl Sl Tefiem firesreft ot
TTfehgredT Al SR S0l Yo ATEl, T
e 9rar Iga 9 en fU=st ged. Se

freioter foem-fafmamen defere geard
At Bie. o AR, AT S =T fHestel aliE
fireret s wre w5 g, et "on-
Campus Interview" 31 Yot Tefdt st
% TqggY dsgdl. T@d @1gTIu gedugniy
foamEofigar, ""Times of India"" & ¥ X Teh-
T JAAEY e weu gE S, ’igA
(Mechanical Engineering) AT SHIT TR
THIOTA qTE, fagl, shotshal, HGH 3TN SISTEEd
ATe, WIS TEUd BIcal. A=A B Sfetdi= Togal
(3 AL AN $ad, IHA, T, TA-BH /
A S giaen Tegcare), g YRl gared
FAGUT IIQ@ATTIETT T FU=FTAT GUh
TTLUATEATS! S TAT Togal. WIS 3R o7 feura
T & ohol. T ST el Tt (B.E.=f udie
sEE=A x-4 AfgendE) smfeha gdia
M.S.TreqoTraTdt Ufcetehs = ATl HEaTd oholl
BIht. Tk frermaTdt amemT @< a9 wer
IR Fogd. TIR! d T JTEA /T ARt S, qe
JgHiE $deh =TTCl WTeh fHeded dfgeal 4 foremeata
JTEATE, T o GfeeTehe s STEmIett geft s
Fohd AR ? . dogl 3T UTIAT 232163 =l oy
T TEed W, Hi (SATHSHIAT Figd) TRfehd It
eI TR HTEl dael 3cqeh Toad! d asft e
Tagt Togd.

g A U= (peer pressure) THTSTETS
ot 9o sAfehd dH-9R AT m.s.amdt
ifeasrsa urefacan. <= wewld @mmom=n

BT /ATE ‘vo WA T IeRfid WA
M.S. a1t Uefiem fesream=it 3t 1refl, degl Jalt
S AT ded. oTdl e ER a1 wmiqd
W‘I‘—Pﬁ% HEMR (honourable retreat) $d=aT
SIeeTd SR A1 fomrd usel. a1 gdd gt fim
g M.S. a1t UefieH fesrear=h i o1reft 2t @
I ee darien  (oMfde syawen, fegEn
UfteThe i) GedaTd shefl BIt. HTEf gfremasen
dAATM BSHT d TEUTA Wi, emfkd 3=
RreoreEdl 91 sfsvm=n qualified Temmeaian
i Wed (TRIRI-M) U= Shial T
FE?C

TegHT (S $Ro) TR B.E. =T ATl {Eiee
AT BT, WIS TEI o T8 I WOmE SAfraig
23 HANHE shel o Hifiidel i, g el Stareerd
JNSGT 3Ted, A HdearTiiat A= ot fovams
AT 9 S A Fragier wia TehT Tmeet aefi.
fomEsE Jed a2k, AT gIAT Widief
ARG . A=A WeeH! fedten ot T WiedmEd, @
HIEAEE! dacial ASIel 4 YU &aid Hisl
I IRET 2. HFA FHR Jea1 g9 Avt fema
grd. ufgem: =men sfafafn sufa wm
IRl Yae g& 39, gE: 8 "W S}
ST B WY A gefaeagan, gase
S M.S. T8I TRiaiRe/aH ai wE T
Yehedl 0 (Tetiem fiasear enee ausel 2d)
TR TR ITea =, o Hewid gasdid
S TEIMT (TSTEAe] T2 F BT T8 ) AT el
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Sfafmd 3oy searer e Wty B

o LAY o .
[HATA. cITHI HIFTATIT Supporting Documents

(Admission Letters, B.E. Transcripts, Professors'

Recommendation Letters ﬁ) HHold Eﬁ%@ﬁﬂ:{
B W UT3fael o o= i J1e ured gl
AR Teh ARGt (S L]0 ) o1 aIvgl 38
T TR /< frestear=h s 3eft. fir reomet
I AT g Tufehd 9 SvATETd! e e
Tfeett A 9 ged ud (9EArE, U.S. Student
Visa ai) SR 9IS, TAICETd] STgHgTEgett
IS UTSTT. T hlal JASARBT 7 ATeATHeS TTEdIe
Ao Tl w1 A T gy, ReoTAT
YT U.S. Student Visa Application HT3t Jagal
Tl @ oo Wl fommeate feem gge
TR AT 1T Bd 378 Ushed BId. q8= AT
TEIaE! el T TR T SISt Werd hoT
fiesa ¥ = 7T TRV Blal. TG AUHaTs-aeT
o Ufeeteherad! S feet degt Jmeht SR
US4 TSI gEaTd el gt U.S. Consulatebm
e Ta (At SR T ST qraEid SuT
Fogar) i TEfRETd e ST gl o ST
fogamaTdt ey =, TS SATTheR Hien fegan
TR Tk AT ATl HeAl @It a1ed Bidl. 907
UM 3TSeh, T SATHTT T HITEHS T T
FE g W IW G T e
"Congratulations and best of luck for your
studies in U.S.A." § HaiT THScATal ATl AT
TTER B3 ST0TR ogd J qeit A= qaml e

FEATd hedl.
T TSTETAT T AT 38, TSt o gal

a1 foame emfehen Svamn fgaa (“morm
Tgefl’’; TS ¥, 2]0) I, WS TEhg
fHeTeledT TR /A=Al STETER gagd Air-
Indiashgd Bombay/ Beirut/ Prague/ London/
NewYork/ Rapid City (I “‘Jam@-amH’ 2033

=1 AReft fearest oTentd TEed e el aTeet )

foehie Baet. I el has ¢ /%o foam +rdl
JMETIF TG TG HO, AHSHE F fE-
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A Complete
Picture

| always took a perfect picture
with good angle, good exposurey
perfect light, perfect lens.
Everything is always perfect.
but it’s not complete.
| wish camera could captures
my thoughts,
thoughts of all the faces,
that | can imagine of you.
I’'m still searching for you in my lens.
I’m still looking for that
complete picture.
- Sushant Patil
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Depths of the Pond

Mirage Pond. It was discovered on a dry,
heated day in mid-July. Rumors have it that an
adventurous hiker had stumbled upon this
small pond in a state of blissful dehydration.
Supposedly, she had collapsed from the heat
and fell on the thick cushion of grass that
covered the pond from the naked eye. As she
fell, her chapped lips and dry throat grabbed a
hold of the one word that attempted to escape:
“Water.” Her eyes finally shut, enveloping her
body in a rough darkness akin to texture of her
throat. With her last breath, she was able to
submerge her hand within the pond but
unable to lift it back up. That was the last
anyone heard or saw of this adventurer. And
so, rumors spread about how the pond granted
your deepest desires.

“Atlas, over here!” | shouted to my friend. |
gestured at him to come closer. Heavy
breathing and pounding footsteps indicated
his arrival.

“Look.” | turned my head away from him
and pointed. | sensed him hovering behind my
shoulder and watching intently along with me.
Our gazes met a small, rectangular pond. Dark
blue waters rippled gently without
interrupting the existence of our reflections. It
was a well-hidden spot, marked by a thick
wooden post stabbed into the grass. Mirage
Pond.

| bent down on my right knee. The grass
fully covered my right leg, lathing it with tiny
droplets of morning dew. My outstretched
finger broke through the thinly veiled surface
of the pond and was hit with the shivering cold
of the water.

“Cold?” He whispered to me. | nodded

43

- Siddhant Dharap

back. If possible, I'd have liked to avoid any
verbal conversation.

| pulled my finger out from the pond and
looked at Atlas.

“You're sure about this Pierce? We just
have to dive in?” Again, | simply nodded in
response. He gave a quick shrug. We took our
jackets and shoes off, leaving them by the side
of the pond. | held my fingers up for the
countdown. Three. Two. One. A splash
resounded inthe empty forest.

Opening my eyes, a wave of fear washed
over me. Atlas was nowhere to be seen.
Frantically, | scrambled in the water, eventually
glancing below me. | froze. Below me was a
deep chasm of darkness. In an attempt to
resurface, my arms and legs tried to propel my
body towards the top, but it refused to listen.
Like a piece of metal, | slowly continued to sink.
With every movement | made, the endless
bottom pulled me down further and further.

This is it. I'm going to die. | can’t breathe. Is
this what that adventurous lady felt? Oh wait,
she didn’t get sucked into the pond. She died
right outside it. Panic infiltrated my thoughts.
My lungs were about to burst. Everything was
going wrong. | resigned myself to the water and
exhaled.

Suddenly, my feet hit solid ground. The
bottomless sea of water dissipated, replaced
by a huge forest. A forest just like the one we
found the pond in. Tall trees towered above
me. Shrubs and bushes grabbed at my legs
trying to trip me up. A thin stream stood in
front of my feet. Its contents were pitch-black.

“Atlas!” | shouted. My voice echoed,
bouncing off the thick tree trunks, sliding



across the large leaves that branched off them.

“He’s not here. You might see him after this.
You might not.” An eerily familiar voice spoke in
a hushed tone. My body whipped around and
froze. A mirrorimage of myself greeted me.

“What the hell is going on?” | whispered to
myself. Every fiber of my body was on edge. My
knees were bent and my arms were just barely
angled up. I didn’t want to alert him—well, me—
to the thought of fighting but | needed to stay
ready to runtoo.

“The Pond is working its magic!” | saw my
own lips curve upin alifeless smile.

“You’re saying my deepest desire is...just
me?”

“No, no, no.” The other me waved his hand
to ward off the imaginary fly buzzing by his
head. Putting his hands behind his back, he
paced around inastraightline, back and forth.

“It’s the..you know..the thing.” He
squinted his eyes, still waving around his hand
as he tried to find the word hidden on the tip of
his tongue. A few seconds later his eyes lit up.

“Ah, yes. Think of the water. The water of
the pond.”

“Idon’tgetit.”

“Have you ever tried reaching through a
mirror?” He was still pacing around.

“No.”

“Hm.” He stopped moving for a second and
raised his eyebrows. A silent laugh at his own
expense. “That does seem quite stupid, |
guess. Why would you ever punch through a
mirror?”

My body started to relax, sensing that there
wasn’t any immediate danger. But,
nonetheless, | was still on high alert.
Something felt out of place.

“Anyways, let’s not get off topic. We don’t
have much time before you're tested.”

Tested? | couldn’t think of a single thing |

would be tested on. A dull throbbing began to
plague my head, so | sat down to continue
listento himtalk.

“I really have no other way of conveying
what this all is unfortunately.” He gestured to
our surroundings. But now I’'m curious. Why is
reaching through a mirror so idiotic? It’s
effectively the same thing as reaching through
the surface of the water. Well? What do |
think?” he asked me.

“Ok. I don’t understand what you’re saying
at all. I'm done playing this weird game. I'm
going to find Atlas. Goodbye.” | got up and
turned my back on him.

“Wait! Your test!” He shouted after me.

| kept walking. The echoes of his voice
slowly weakened until his shout disappeared,
absorbed by the forest. | pushed through a few
bushes, and to my surprise | saw myself again.

“You, again? You know, maybe this magical
water and magical pond has something to it.
You can keep following me— | mean it seems
like you kinda have to. But I'm still gonnaignore
whatever nonsense you say.”

He didn’t respond and just looked at me.
Unnerved by his gaze, | shifted my own to the
trees instead. My throat felt dry. My body felt
heavy. Over and over again, | tried to leave. And
every time | ended up right back where it
started.

“0Ok, looks like it’s time.” | heard myself
again. This time, my replica stood right in the
water. Reaching into his pocket, he pulled out a
six-sided die. There were no numbers on it,
though. Each numerical value was replaced,
respectively, by cartoon-like characters of
Atlas. One through six.

“I'm going to toss this die up. Each side
holds a fate for Atlas that even | am not privy to.
But you are. You’ll decide when this die stops
rolling.”




| remained silent. | didn’t want to respond
to his crap, but | could still sense that awful,
unsettling feeling. Everything seemed to be
trying to fight its way back into place. Into the
correct order. Without pause, my replica threw
the die up. Instinctively, | ran for it. Forgetting
everything else, | dove into the current of the
pitch-black stream to catch the die before it
was carried off to somewhere faraway. As |
caught the die, | turned around to see my
replica standing still and expressionless,
watching me get carried off.

| felt a violent whisk on my back, and
suddenly | seemed to return to the endless,
bottomless well, floating in clear blue water.

Atlas. Was he here? My head swiveled in

every direction but no sign of him befell me.
Then, | realized that | was moving upwards. A
few minutes later, | resurfaced. Still no sign of
Atlas. | still held the die in my hands, the only
dry thing that had emerged. | got out of the
pond and saw both of our clothes laying still on
the bed of grass. Then | turned back to the
strange pond, and saw my reflection staring
back at me. My finger gently reached out to the
pond. Then, right before | touched the water, |
stopped. And | pulled my hand back. No. |
couldn’t do it. Not to myself. | got up and
grabbed my clothes.

“Sorry Atlas. Goodbye.”

The die lay on the ground, all its surfaces
empty. '
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The northern lights, or "Aurora Borealis", are
a natural light display that occurs when
charged particles from the sun collide with
Earth’s atmosphere, creating vibrant waves
of color in the polar skies. Typically, visible in
high-latitude regions like Norway, Alaska,
and Canada, these lights often appear in
shades of neon green, pink, and purple,
dancing across the night sky in mesmerizing
patterns.

This year, the United States - and especially
the Seattle area - was also graced with
multiple geomagnetic storms that allowed us
to view the Northern Lights from our own
homes. Seeing them has always been a
dream of mine, and having this wish fulfilled
prompted me to capture the beautiful glowing
ribbons | saw in the sky with canvas and
paint.

Acrylic on Canvas -

39 &fitETR
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Order Art Prints for your Home, family and friends!

Artwerk : “Slknt Prayen™ . O Palating

HIEH QUALITY FINE ART PRINT 0N ARCHIVAL PAPER & CANVAS (GILCLEE)
By
VINITA MOHITE

AVAILABLE NOW TO GRDER IN VARIOUS SIZES AND DPTIONS!
(R 11X 147 1AXS0" IN PAPER AND CANVAS)
EMAIL FOR DETAILS @ vinkts_neohites hotmail com

2 States Kitchen LLC...

Welcome to my Pure Vegetarian Maharastrian Kitchen!!

Although my background has always been IT, Cooking has always been my passion. Inherited the art of cooking
from my mother, who owned a food business backin India while | was growing up.

Learnt the traditional way of cooking under her guidance, while contributing towards her business.

We post different menu everyday around 9:30am on the group, for same day pickup/delivery at 7:30pm during
the weekdays from our Bothell location. Freshly fermented Idli and Dosa batters/chutneys and special menu items
are available for Saturday pickup upon pre-requests.

We also accept party orders and can customize the menu as per your requirement.

The food is made fresh every day with utmost care and love in the most hygienic conditions, thus, we greatly
appreciate if our 2 States Kitchen family members consume the food fresh each day.

Please feel free to DM us and avail our services.

Thank You and Best Regards,

2 States Kitchen LLC... 816-810-3087
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Ms. Pooja Doyfode
Sampada's Kitchen, Mumbai, India
Mobile: +91-9322990588, Email: sampadakitchen@gmail.com

" heARTbeat Paintings "
YouTube Viewing:
Enter: heARTbeat Paintings
Bhupenvira and Nalini Deo ki Awaz

ANNOUNCING OUR LATEST BOOK: LET's WALK IN THE RAIN, AGAIN AND AGAIN
CHAL, POONHA CHALUYA APAN PAUSAAT
OUR LATEST BOOK AND PREVIOUS BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE ON AMAZON / USA
FOR ORIGINAL ARTWORK and PRINTS
By Bhupen Vira aka Bhupen Kalakar and Nalini Deo
Contact: nalinibhupen@hotmail.com 360-888-3797
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— Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, Washington



A Holistic Education for Every Child

Synergy Learning Academy

1555 NW Sammamish Road, Issaquah WA 98027
At 1-90 exit 15 !
Montessori School

Pre $chool (30+ months)

Kindergarten

Play“based Environment
Accelerated Academics Vegetarian Food
Values Education Camps and After School Avallable Potty Trainings
Age Appropriate Learning Activities STEM Program Full and Part Time Programs

For more information contact

info@synergyLearningAcademy.com
425.882.3030




